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ALL-FIBER CURRENT SENSOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority of a provisional U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 60/934,574, filed Jun. 14, 2007,
entitled “All-Fiber Current Sensor”, the content of which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to method and apparatus for
sensing electric current, and in particular, to an all-fiber cur-
rent sensor incorporating a three-by-three (3x3) polarization-
maintaining fiber coupler.

BACKGROUND

It is well known in the art that electric current may be
detected or measured by, for example, a current transducer.
However, it is generally complicated, and often expensive, to
make such a current transducer that will be able to withstand
severe conditions such as, for example, a very high voltage
environment under which the transducer may be used. The
difficulties come mainly from the fact, among others, that
materials used in a traditional current transducer are generally
not capable of providing adequate electrical insulation for the
transducer.

On the other hand, silica, being widely used in making
optical fibers, is by nature a very good electrical insulator, or
insulation material, under conditions of even extreme high
voltages. Therefore, intuitively a current sensor made of opti-
cal fibers shall be able to operate under most, if not all,
practically possible voltage conditions such as, for example,
high voltage conditions where a traditional current transducer
may not be able to operate and/or function properly. For this
reason, along with considerations for other economic and
technical benefits, current sensors based on fiber-optic have
long been considered as good alternatives to the traditional
current transducers.

A fiber-optic based current sensor works in the principle of
the well-known Faraday effect. Specifically, a current propa-
gating inside a wire or conductor generally will induce a
magnetic field around the wire or conductor. Assuming an
optical fiber is wound around the current-carrying wire or
conductor, the magnetic field, through Faraday effect, may
cause rotation of polarization direction of a light traveling
inside the optical fiber. According to Faraday’s law, the
amount of rotation of polarization direction is directly pro-
portional to the magnitude of electric current carried by the
conductor or wire, as well as the total length of optical path
traversed by the light. Therefore, by injecting a light with a
pre-defined linear polarization state into a fiber situated in a
sensing region (i.e., the magnetic field region) of the wire or
conductor, and subsequently analyzing and/or measuring the
polarization state of the light exiting from the sensing region,
theoretically the amount of current carried by the wire or
conductor may be determined. However, the magnitude of
rotation of polarization direction is usually so small that
detection of polarization rotation is seldom carried out in a
direct fashion. Instead, a fiber-optic based current sensor usu-
ally employs a configuration of Sagnac interferometry for the
detection of polarization rotation.

A Sagnac interferometry based fiber-optic current sensor
operates under the principle of converting rotation of polar-
ization state (or direction) of light into phase changes, that is,
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2

converting changes in a space domain into changes in a time
domain, and detecting the phase changes using a Sagnac
interference circuit. For example, a Sagnac interferometry
based fiber-optic current sensor normally includes a fiber coil
of'one or more turns, and two quarter-wave plates attached to
the input and output ports of the fiber coil. A linearly polar-
ized light launched into a first quarter-wave plate may be
converted into a circularly polarized light. While propagating
through the fiber coil, the circularly polarized light may expe-
rience a rotation of polarization direction, in response to
magnitude of a current being detected. The circularly polar-
ized light may then be converted back into a linearly polarized
light by a second quarter-wave plate with a phase shift.

As is well known in the art, in a conventional fiber-optic
current sensor incorporating a two-by-two (2x2) optical cou-
pler, an optical signal may be launched into an input port of
the 2x2 optical coupler. The 2x2 optical coupler may split the
optical signal into first and second linearly polarized lights.
The two linearly polarized lights may subsequently become
two circularly polarized lights, after propagating through two
quarter-wave plates, and enter a fiber coil separately through
the two ends or terminals of the fiber coil to propagate in
opposite directions. After experiencing respective polariza-
tion rotation and exiting from the opposite end of the fiber
coil, the first and second circularly polarized lights may be
converted back into linearly polarized lights by the two quar-
ter-wave plates. The two newly converted linearly polarized
lights, carrying different phases corresponding to changes in
polarization directions, may be launched into the 2x2 optical
coupler for Sagnac interference. A resulting interfering signal
may be used to estimate the magnitude of electric current
under detection.

When an optical signal is launched into a 2x2 fiber coupler
and splitted into two lights with one propagating along a
throughput port and one propagating along a crossover port, a
90-degree phase difference is inherently added between the
two output lights. In a traditional fiber-optic current sensor
employing a 2x2 fiber coupler, in order to create effective
coherent interference between two input lights, an additional
phase shift needs to be added to the 2x2 fiber coupler to avoid
its non-sensitive operating point of interference. This may be
achieved by letting one of the input lights passing through a
phase shift element. However, extra manufacturing complex-
ity and additional device cost will be involved.

Conventional three-by-three (3x3) fiber couplers such as,
for example, those made of conventional non-polarization
maintaining fibers have also been used in the configuration of
fiber current sensors. However, because a conventional 3x3
fiber coupler is not capable of properly maintaining polariza-
tion state of optical signal propagating inside, fiber-optic
current sensors employing conventional 3x3 fiber couplers
exhibit unstable performance due to, at least partially, uncer-
tainty of the polarization state of light inside, and therefore
have limited values in practice.

Therefore, there is aneed in the art to develop solutions that
will address above-mentioned shortcomings of present fiber-
optic current sensors.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention provide a device,
specifically a current sensing device, and more specifically an
all-fiber current sensor that includes a three-by-three (3x3)
polarization-maintaining (PM) fiber coupler; a light source
and at least one photon-detector connected to a first side of the
3x3 PM fiber coupler; and a fiber coil connected to a second
side of the 3x3 PM fiber coupler.
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According to one embodiment, the 3x3 PM fiber coupler is
adapted to split an input light from the light source into first
and second optical signals, while maintaining their respective
polarization directions, and couple the first and second optical
signals into the fiber coil; and is adapted to cause coherent
interference of third and fourth optical signals. The coherent
interference is detected by the photon-detector. The third and
fourth signals are related respectively to the first and second
optical signals and received from the fiber coil.

According to another embodiment, the device may also
include a first quarter-wave plate connected between a first
end of the fiber coil and a first port of the second side of the
3x3 PM fiber coupler; and a second quarter-wave plate con-
nected between a second end of the fiber coil and a second
port of the second side of the 3x3 PM fiber coupler. The first
and second quarter-wave plates are adapted to convert the first
and second optical signals into first and second circularly
polarized lights respectively, to provide to the fiber coil; the
fiber coil is adapted to convert the first and second circularly
polarized lights propagating therein in opposite directions
into third and fourth circularly polarized lights respectively;
and the first and second quarter-wave plates are additionally
adapted to convert the third and fourth circularly polarized
lights, from the fiber coil, into the third and fourth optical
signals respectively, and wherein a third port of the second
side of the 3x3 PM fiber coupler is treated with an anti-
reflection coating.

According to a further embodiment, the device may
include a first polarizer connected between the first quarter-
wave plate and the first port of the second side of the 3x3 PM
fiber coupler; and a second polarizer connected between the
second quarter-wave plate and the second port of the second
side ofthe 3x3 PM fiber coupler. The first polarizer is adapted
to convert the first optical signal into a first linearly polarized
light, and the second polarizer is adapted to convert the sec-
ond optical signal into a second linearly polarized light.

According to yet another embodiment, the at least one
photon-detector of the device is a first photon-detector con-
nected to a first port of the first side of the 3x3 PM fiber
coupler. The device may also include a second photon-detec-
tor connected to a second port of the first side of the 3x3 PM
fiber coupler, and a signal processor connected to the first and
second photon-detectors. The signal processor is adapted to
process photocurrents received from the first and second pho-
ton-detectors, thereby determining an amount of electric cur-
rent that passes through an area surrounded by the fiber coil.

According to yet a further embodiment, the device may
include a first polarizer connected between the first photon-
detector and the first port of the first side of the 3x3 PM fiber
coupler; a second polarizer connected between the second
photon-detector and the second port of the first side of the 3x3
PM fiber coupler, and a third polarizer connected between the
light source and a third port of the first side of the 3x3 PM
fiber coupler. In one embodiment, the 3x3 PM fiber coupler
may include monolithically fused PM fibers, and include a
phase difference between at least two of multiple input/output
ports of the first and second sides, and the phase difference
may be substantially close to 120 degrees. In another embodi-
ments, the phase difference may be substantially close to 0
degree.

According to one embodiment, the device may include a
quarter-wave plate connected between the fiber coil and the
second side of the 3x3 PM fiber coupler. The quarter-wave
plate is adapted to convert the first and second optical signals
into first and second circularly polarized lights respectively,
to provide to the fiber coil; the fiber coil is adapted to convert
the first and second circularly polarized lights into third and
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fourth circularly polarized lights respectively; and the quar-
ter-wave plate is additionally adapted to convert the third and
fourth circularly polarized lights, back from the fiber coil,
into the third and fourth optical signals respectively.

According to another embodiment, the quarter-wave plate
is connected to a first end of the fiber coil, and a second end of
the fiber coil is coated with a highly reflective material caus-
ing increase in back-reflections of light at the second end of
the fiber coil.

According to a further embodiment, the device may
include a polarization beam splitter (PBS) connected between
the quarter-wave plate and first and second ports of the second
side of the 3x3 PM fiber coupler, the PBS is adapted to couple
and/or split optical signals of first and second polarization
directions. The first and second ports of the second side of the
3x3 PM fiber coupler are connected to the PBS in such a way
that the PBS is adapted to couple the first and second optical
signals to the fiber coil at the first and second polarization
directions, and split the third and fourth optical signals from
the fiber coil into the first and second ports of the second side
of the 3x3 PM fiber coupler at the first and second polariza-
tion directions. For example, the first port of the second side
of'the 3x3 PM fiber coupler is connected to the PBS through
a substantially 90-degree rotation of polarization direction,
and the second port of the second side of the 3x3 PM fiber
coupler is connected to the PBS through a substantially 0-de-
gree rotation of polarization direction.

According to yet another embodiment, the device may
include a first polarizer connected between a first port of the
PBS and the first port of the second side of the 3x3 PM fiber
coupler; and a second polarizer connected between a second
port of the PBS and the second port of the second side of the
3x3 PM fiber coupler. The first polarizer is adapted to convert
the first optical signal into a first linearly polarized light to
launch into the first port of the PBS in the first polarization
direction, and the second polarizer is adapted to convert the
second optical signal into a second linearly polarized light to
launch into the second port of the PBS in the second polar-
ization direction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be understood and appreciated
more fully from the following detailed description of embodi-
ments of the invention, taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings of which:

FIGS. 1-4 are block diagram illustrations of demonstrative
configurations of all-fiber current sensors according to vari-
ous embodiments of the present invention.

It will be appreciated that for simplicity and clarity of
illustration, elements shown in the figures have not necessar-
ily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of some
of'the elements may be exaggerated relative to other elements
for clarity.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

In the following detailed description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of embodiments of the invention. However it will be
understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that embodi-
ments of the invention may be practiced without these spe-
cific details. In other instances, well-known methods and
procedures have not been described in detail so as not to
obscure the embodiments of the invention.

Some portions of the detailed description in the following
are presented in terms of algorithms and symbolic represen-
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tations of operations on electrical and/or electronic signals,
and optical signals. These algorithmic descriptions and rep-
resentations may be the techniques used by those skilled in
the electrical and electronic engineering and optical commu-
nication arts to convey the substance of their work to others
skilled in the art.

An algorithm is here, and generally, considered to be a
self-consistent sequence of acts or operations leading to a
desired result. These include physical manipulations of
physical quantities. Usually, though not necessarily, these
quantities take the form of electrical or electronic or optical
signals capable of being stored, transferred, combined, com-
pared, converted, and otherwise manipulated. It has proven
convenient at times, principally for reasons of common
usage, to refer to these signals as bits, values, elements, sym-
bols, characters, terms, numbers or the like. It should be
understood, however, that all of these and similar terms are to
be associated with the appropriate physical quantities and are
merely convenient labels applied to these quantities.

In the following description, various figures, diagrams,
flowcharts, models, and descriptions are presented as differ-
ent means to effectively convey the substances and illustrate
different embodiments of the invention that are proposed in
this application. It shall be understood by those skilled in the
art that they are provided merely as exemplary samples, and
shall not be constructed as limitation to the invention.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustration of a demonstrative
configuration of a current sensor according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention. Current sensor 100, or current
sensing device 100 or simply device 100 as may be referred to
hereinafter interchangeably, may be fiber based and may
include a three-by-three (3x3) fiber coupler 101. Fiber cou-
pler 101 may be able to maintain polarization state of light
propagating therein, and may be made of, for example, polar-
ization-maintaining (PM) fiber and therefore may be referred
hereinafter as PM fiber coupler 101 or PM coupler 101.
Specifically, PM fiber coupler 101 may include or be made of
monolithically fused PM fibers and may have a phase differ-
ence of substantially close to 0 degree or 120 degrees among
certain input and/or output ports. Further for example, PM
fiber coupler 101 may be made of a set of, for example three,
PM fibers arranged in a same plane rather than in a triangle,
which are then monolithically fused together. PM fiber cou-
pler 101 may have a first set of ports 121, 122, and 123 on one
side (first side) and a second set of ports 124, 125, and 126 on
the other side (second side) and, being a bidirectional device,
may work either as a coupler or a splitter. Ports 121-126 may
function or be used as input and/or output ports, and may
include PM fibers as their pigtail fibers.

One or more optical signals launched into one or more
ports of one side of PM fiber coupler 101 may be coupled,
through propagating inside thereof having polarization states
being properly maintained, to one or more ports of the other
side of coupler 101. For example, a polarized optical input or
optical signal from port 121 of the first side may be coupled to
ports 124, 125 and/or 126 of the second side of coupler 101.
More specifically, according to one embodiment, an optical
signal or light from port 121 may be coupled to ports 125 and
126 in substantially equal amount and phase, which may have
a phase difference of close to, or substantially close to, 120
degrees from that of port 121. In another embodiment, optical
signals or lights coupled to ports 125 and 126 may be in
substantially equal amount but with a phase difference close
to, or substantially close to, 120 degrees with each other and
with that of port 121. In yet another embodiment, optical
signals or lights coupled to ports 125 and 126 may be in
different amounts and with a phase difference close to, or
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substantially close to, either 120 degrees or 0 degree, which in
turn may have a phase difference of close to, or substantially
close to, 120 degrees from that of port 121.

In an opposite direction to that described above, polarized
optical inputs or optical signals from ports 125 and 126 of the
second side may be coupled to ports 121, 122 and/or 123 of
the first side with their respective polarization states and
relative phase relationship among the ports, as described
above, being properly maintained.

According to one embodiment, the end of polarization-
maintaining fiber at port 124 of the second side may be treated
with an anti-reflection coating material and/or may be cut in
an angle, such that back-reflections of light or optical signal
from the end of the fiber may be substantially reduced, and/or
preferably eliminated.

Current sensor 100 may include a light source 120, being
connected to port 121 of'the first side of coupler 101; first and
second photon-detectors 106 and 107, being connected
respectively to ports 122 and 123 of the same side; and a
signal processor 108, being connected to both first and second
photon-detectors 106 and 107. Current sensor 100 may also
include first and second polarizers 102 and 103, being con-
nected respectively to ports 125 and 126 of the second side of
coupler 101; first and second quarter-wave plates 104 and
105, being connected respectively to first and second polar-
izers 102 and 103; and a current sensing fiber coil 110 thathas
two terminals (ends) being connected respectively to first and
second quarter-wave plates 104 and 105. Connections
between coupler 101, polarizers 102 and 103, quarter-wave
plates 104 and 105, fiber coil 110, and photon-detectors 106
and 107 may be through their respective pigtail fibers, which
may preferably be polarization-maintaining fibers, and may
be made through splicing such as fusion splicing, optical
connectors, and/or other currently available or future devel-
oped techniques.

It shall be noted that configuration of current sensor or
current sensing device 100, according to embodiments of the
present invention, may not be limited in those aspects as being
demonstratively illustrated in FIG. 1 and various deviations
and/or variations from the configuration in FIG. 1 may be
considered as within the essence and spirit of the present
invention. For example, first and second polarizers 102 and
103 may be connected in places other than between coupler
101 and quarter-wave plate 104 or quarter-wave plate 105. In
one embodiment, first and second polarizers 102 and 103 may
be connected between photon-detector 106 or photon-detec-
tor 107 and coupler 101, via port 122 or port 123 at the first
side, as being illustrated in FIG. 2. Also for example, a polar-
izer (not shown) may be connected between light source 120
and port 121 for controlling polarization state of light being
launched into port 121 of coupler 101. Further for example,
an optical isolator (not shown) may be used between light
source 120 and port 121 for reducing or preferably eliminat-
ing light travelling potentially backward from coupler 101
toward light source 120 which in certain instances may cause
instability of the operation of light source 120.

During operation, light source 120 may launch an optical
signal into port 121 of PM fiber coupler 101. The optical
signal may preferably be a linearly polarized, for example,
x-direction (perpendicular to this paper) polarized light 10.
However, the present invention is not limited in this respect
and other polarized or non-polarized light may be used as
well. In one embodiment, a non-polarized light may become
linearly polarized after passing through a polarizer (not
shown) inserted between light source 120 and port 121 of
coupler 101. Light 10 may subsequently split, inside coupler
101 which functions as a splitter in this instance, into two
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lights 11 and 21 of both x-direction polarized and lights 11
and 21 may propagate toward polarizers 102 and 103, via
ports 125 and 126, respectively. In one embodiment, lights 11
and 21 may have substantially same phase. In another
embodiment, lights 11 and 21 may have a phase difference
substantially close to 120 degrees.

Polarizer 102 may align linearly polarized light 11, or
convert a non-polarized light into linearly polarized light 11,
with a direction, with respect to quarter-wave plate 104, such
that after propagating through quarter-wave plate 104 linearly
polarized light 11 becomes a right circularly polarized light
12. For example, polarization direction of light 11 may be
aligned 45 degree relative to the main polarization axis or
polarization direction of quarter-wave plate 104. Similarly,
polarizer 103 may align linearly polarized light 21, or convert
a non-polarized light into linearly polarized light 21, with a
direction, with respect to quarter-wave plate 105, such that
after propagating through quarter-wave plate 105 linearly
polarized light 21 becomes a left circularly polarized light 22.
For example, polarization direction of light 21 may be aligned
-45 degree relative to the main polarization axis or polariza-
tion direction of quarter-wave plate 105.

According to one embodiment of the present invention, as
being illustrated in FIG. 2, where no polarizers are being used
between quarter-wave plates 104 and 105 and coupler 101,
connections between port 125 and quarter-wave plate 104,
and between port 126 and quarter-wave plate 105 may be
made with respect to their polarization directions, by adjust-
ing polarization axis of the pigtail fibers, such that quarter-
wave plate 104 may produce a right circularly polarized light
from an input coming from port 125, and quarter-wave plate
105 may produce a left circularly polarized light from an
input coming from port 126.

Current sensing fiber coil 110 may be spun around a
medium such as a conductor or wire 121 that carries a current
under measurement or detection or test. Current carried inside
conductor 121 may create a magnetic field along the optical
path of fiber coil 110 causing rotation of polarization direc-
tion of lights propagating inside, which is known in the art as
Faraday effect. More specifically, right circularly polarized
light 12, after propagating through fiber coil 110, may expe-
rience a first phase shift to become a right circularly polarized
light 13. Right circularly polarized light 13 may then be
converted, by quarter-wave plate 105, back into an x-direc-
tion linearly polarized light 14 carrying a first phase informa-
tion which is directly related to the magnitude of current
inside conductor 121.

Similarly, left circularly polarized light 22, after propagat-
ing through fiber coil 110 in a direction opposite to that of
light 12, may experience a second phase shift to become a left
circularly polarized light 23. The second phase shift may be
different from the first phase shift. Left circularly polarized
light 23 may then be converted, by quarter-wave plate 104,
back into an x-direction linearly polarized light 24 carrying a
second phase information which is also related to the magni-
tude of current inside conductor 121.

Linearly polarized lights 14 and 24 may subsequently be
launched into coupler 101, via ports 126 and 125 respectively.
Since phase differences among different ports of coupler 101
are substantially close to 120 degrees, as compared with 90
degrees of a conventional 2x2 fiber coupler, coupler 101 may
create coherent interference between linearly polarized lights
14 and 24 without the need for additional phase shift elements
or devices as required in a conventional fiber current sensor.
Coming out of coupler 101, a combined light of lights 14 and
24 may then propagate along ports 122/123 to photon-detec-
tors 106/107, wherein it is converted into a photocurrent.
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According to one embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, the use of
polarizers 102/103 between photon-detectors 106/107 and
coupler 101 ensures that lights of only the same polarization
directions from ports 125/126 may interfere with each other
and be detected by photon-detectors 106/107. Electrical out-
puts of photon-detectors 106/107 are connected to signal
processor 108, which receives photocurrents from photon-
detectors 106 and 107, processes information carried by the
photocurrents, and determines the amount of current carried
inside by conductor 121.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustration of a demonstrative
configuration of a current sensor according to another
embodiment of the present invention. Current sensor or cur-
rent sensing device 300 may include a three-by-three (3x3)
polarization-maintaining (PM) fiber coupler 301, which has a
first set of ports 321, 322, and 323 on a first side and a second
set of ports 324, 325, and 326 on a second side. Fiber coupler
300 is a bi-directional device working either as a splitter or a
coupler, and ports 321-326 may be used as input and/or output
ports, via their respective polarization-maintaining pigtail
fibers. PM fiber coupler 301 may be substantially the same as
PM fiber coupler 101 as illustrated in FIG. 1.

Current sensor 300 may include a light source 320, being
connected to port 321 of'the first side of coupler 301; first and
second photon-detectors 306 and 307, being connected
respectively to ports 322 and 323 of the same side; and a
signal processor 308, being connected to electrical outputs of
first and second photon-detectors 306 and 307. Current sensor
300 may also include first and second polarizers 302 and 303,
being connected respectively to ports 325 and 326 of the
second side of coupler 301; a polarization beam splitter (PBS)
304 connected to both first and second polarizers 302 and
303; a quarter-wave plate 305 connected PBS 304; and a
current sensing fiber coil 310. Current sensing fiber coil 310
has one end connected to quarter-wave plate 305, and another
end being properly terminated with a high-reflection coating
material or a mirror such that optical signals propagating
towards the end may be substantially reflected back into the
fiber coil 310.

It shall be noted that configuration of current sensing
device 300 of present invention is not limited in aspects
demonstratively illustrated in FIG. 3, and various deviations
and/or variations from the configuration in FIG. 3 may be
considered as within the essence and spirit of present inven-
tion. For example, first and second polarizers 302 and 303
may be connected or placed in places other than between
coupler 301 and PBS 304. According to one embodiment,
first and second polarizers 302 and 303 may be connected or
inserted between photon-detectors 306 and 307 and coupler
301, via ports 322 and 323 at the first side, as being illustrated
in FIG. 4.

According to one embodiment of the present invention,
connection between polarizer 302 and one input/output
branch of PBS 304 may be made through a 90-degree rotation
of polarization axis of their respective pigtail fibers. In other
words, a polarization axis of pigtail fiber of polarizer 302 may
be made 90 degree, at connection point 309, relative to that of
pigtail fiber of PBS 304 such that, for example, an x-direction
linearly polarized light coming from polarizer 302 may be
launched into PBS 304 as a y-direction linearly polarized
light.

According to another embodiment as illustrated in FIG. 4,
ports 325 and 326 of PM fiber coupler 301 may be connected
directly to the input/output branches of PBS 304 without
polarizers 302 and 303 as shown in FIG. 3. The connection of
port 325 to PBS 304 may be through a 90-degree rotation of
a polarization axis of'its pigtail fiber relative to that of pigtail



US 7,492,977 B2

9

fiber of PBS 304, while the connection of port 326 to PBS 304
may be made without any rotation of polarization axis of their
respective pigtail fibers. Pigtail fibers of PBS 304 may pref-
erably include polarization-maintaining fibers.

During operation, light source 320 may launch an optical
signal into port 321 of PM fiber coupler 301. The optical
signal may preferably be a linearly polarized light, e.g., an
x-direction polarized light 30. However, the present invention
is not limited in this respect and other polarized or non-
polarized light may be used as well. Light 30 may subse-
quently splitinside coupler 301, which functions as a splitter,
into two lights 31 and 41 of both x-direction linearly polarized
propagating along ports 325 and 326 respectively. Polarizer
302 connected to port 325 may ensure that light 31 from port
325 is x-direction linearly polarized. Similarly, polarizer 303
may ensure that light 41 from port 326 is x-direction linearly
polarized.

Atpoint 309, light 31 from port 325 is rotated 90-degree or
substantially close to 90-degree to become a y-direction lin-
early polarized light and is launched into a first branch of PBS
304. On the other hand, light 41 from port 326 remains as an
x-direction linearly polarized light and is launched into a
second branch of PBS 304 without polarization rotation or
with a substantially close to 0-degree polarization rotation.
PBS 304 may combine two mutually orthogonal linearly
polarized lights and couple them into quarter-wave plate 305.
More specifically, PBS 304 may couple x-direction linearly
polarized light 41 and y-direction linearly polarized light 31
into quarter-wave plate 305.

PBS 304 may be connected through its pigtail fiber to
quarter-wave plate 305 in such a way that quarter-wave plate
305 may convert a y-direction linearly polarized light, e.g.
light 31, into a left circularly polarized light 32, and convert
an x-direction linearly polarized, e.g. light 41, into a right
circularly polarized light 42. Left and right circularly polar-
ized lights 32 and 42 may propagate along fiber coil 310
respectively, and may experience different amount of rota-
tions of their polarization states. The amount of rotation may
be proportional to the current inside conductor 321 but in
different magnitude.

Upon reaching the other end or terminal 311 of fiber coil
310, left circularly polarized light 32 may be reflected back by
terminal 311 as light 33 to travel in opposite direction back
toward quarter-wave plate 305. Right circularly polarized
light 42 may be reflected back by terminal 311 as light 43 to
travel toward quarter-wave plate 305 as well. Quarter-wave
plate 305 may convert light 33 into an x-direction linearly
polarized light 34, and convert light 43 into a y-direction
linearly polarized light 44.

PBS 304 may direct x-direction linearly polarized light 34
to port 326, via polarizer 303, and y-direction linearly polar-
ized light 44 to port 325, via polarizer 302. For current sensor
400 having a configuration illustrated in FIG. 4, PBS 304 may
direct x-direction linearly polarized light 34 to port 326 and
y-direction linearly polarized light 44 to port 325 directly. In
directing y-direction linearly polarized light 44, light 44 is
first converted into an x-direction linearly polarized light,
through the 90-degree rotation of polarization axis of polar-
ization-maintaining fiber at point 309, and then the x-direc-
tion linearly polarized light is launched into port 325.

Linearly polarized lights 34 and 44, which may carry dit-
ferent phase information resulting from the rotation of polar-
ization direction caused by current inside conductor 321, may
be launched into 3x3 PM fiber coupler 301. Since phase
differences among different ports of coupler 301 are substan-
tially close to 120 degrees, as compared with 90 degrees of a
conventional 2x2 fiber coupler, PM fiber coupler 301 may
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create coherent interference between input lights 34 and 44.
The interference may subsequently be detected by photon-
detectors 306 and/or 307 via ports 322 and 323. Signal pro-
cessor 308 may then receive photocurrents produced by pho-
ton-detectors 306 and/or 307, process the information carried
by the photocurrents, and determine the amount of current
carried by conductor 321.

While certain features of the invention have been illus-
trated and described herein, many modifications, substitu-
tions, changes, and equivalents will now occur to those of
ordinary skill in the art. It is, therefore, to be understood that
the appended claims are intended to cover all such modifica-
tions and changes as fall within the spirit of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A device comprising:

a three-by-three (3x3) optical coupler made of polariza-
tion-maintaining (PM) fibers and thus being a 3x3 PM
fiber coupler;

alight source and at least one photon-detector connected to
a first side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler; and

a fiber coil connected to a second side of said 3x3 PM fiber
coupler,

wherein said 3x3 PM fiber coupler comprises monolithi-
cally fused PM fibers and has a phase difference between
at least two of a plurality of input/output ports of said
first and second sides, said phase difference being sub-
stantially close to 120 degrees, and wherein said 3x3 PM
fiber coupler is adapted to split an input light from said
light source into first and second optical signals while
maintaining their respective polarization directions; and
is adapted to cause coherent interference of third and
fourth optical signals related respectively to the first and
second optical signals and received from said fiber coil.

2. The device of claim 1, comprising:

a first quarter-wave plate connected between a first end of
said fiber coil and a first port of said second side of said
3x3 PM fiber coupler; and

a second quarter-wave plate connected between a second
end of said fiber coil and a second port of said second
side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler,

wherein said first and second quarter-wave plates are
adapted to convert said first and second optical signals
into first and second circularly polarized lights respec-
tively to be provided to said fiber coil; said fiber coil is
adapted to convert said first and second circularly polar-
ized lights propagating therein in opposite directions
into third and fourth circularly polarized lights respec-
tively; and said first and second quarter-wave plates are
additionally adapted to convert said third and fourth
circularly polarized lights, from said fiber coil, into said
third and fourth optical signals respectively; and
wherein a third port of said second side of said 3x3 PM
fiber coupler is treated with an anti-reflection coating.

3. The device of claim 2, comprising:

a first polarizer connected between said first quarter-wave
plate and said first port of said second side of said 3x3
PM fiber coupler; and

a second polarizer connected between said second quarter-
wave plate and said second port of said second side of
said 3x3 PM fiber coupler,

wherein said first polarizer is adapted to convert said first
optical signal into a first linearly polarized light, and said
second polarizer is adapted to convert said second opti-
cal signal into a second linearly polarized light.
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4. The device of claim 1, wherein said at least one photon-
detector is a first photon-detector connected to a first port of
said first side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler, further compris-
ing:

a second photon-detector connected to a second port of

said first side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler; and
asignal processor connected to the first and second photon-
detectors,

wherein said signal processor is adapted to process photo-
currents received from said first and second photon-
detectors thereby determining an amount of electric cur-
rent that passes through an area surrounded by said fiber
coil.

5. The device of claim 4, further comprising:

afirst polarizer connected between said first photon-detec-
tor and said first port of said first side of said 3x3 PM
fiber coupler; and

a second polarizer connected between said second photon-
detector and said second port of said first side of said 3x3
PM fiber coupler.

6. The device of claim 1, comprising a quarter-wave plate
connected between said fiber coil and said second side of said
3x3 PM fiber coupler,

wherein said quarter-wave plate is adapted to convert said
first and second optical signals into first and second
circularly polarized lights respectively to be provided to
said fiber coil; said fiber coil is adapted to convert said
first and second circularly polarized lights into third and
fourth circularly polarized lights respectively; and said
quarter-wave plate is additionally adapted to convert
said third and fourth circularly polarized lights, back
from said fiber coil, into said third and fourth optical
signals respectively.

7. The device of claim 6, wherein said quarter-wave plate is
connected to a firstend of said fiber coil, and wherein a second
end of said fiber coil is coated with a highly reflective material
causing increase in back-reflections of light at said second
end of said fiber coil.

8. The device of claim 6, comprising a polarization beam
splitter (PBS) connected between said quarter-wave plate and
first and second ports of said second side of said 3x3 PM fiber
coupler, said PBS being adapted to couple and/or split optical
signals of first and second polarization directions,

wherein said first and second ports of said second side of
said 3x3 PM fiber coupler are connected to said PBS in
such a way that said PBS is adapted to couple said first
and second optical signals to said fiber coil at said first
and second polarization directions, and split said third
and fourth optical signals from said fiber coil into said
first and second ports of said second side of said 3x3 PM
fiber coupler at said first and second polarization direc-
tions.

9. The device of claim 8, wherein said first port of said
second side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler is connected to said
PBS through a substantially 90-degree rotation of polariza-
tion direction, and said second port of said second side of said
3x3 PM fiber coupler is connected to said PBS through a
substantially 0-degree rotation of polarization direction.

10. The device of claim 8, comprising:

a first polarizer connected between a first port of said PBS
and said first port of said second side of said 3x3 PM
fiber coupler; and

a second polarizer connected between a second port of said
PBS and said second port of said second side of said 3x3
PM fiber coupler,

wherein said first polarizer is adapted to convert said first
optical signal into a first linearly polarized light to
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launch into said first port of said PBS in said first polar-
ization direction, and said second polarizer is adapted to
convert said second optical signal into a second linearly
polarized light to launch into said second port of said
PBS in said second polarization direction.

11. The device of claim 10, wherein said photon-detector is
a first photon-detector connected to a first port of said first
side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler, comprising:

a second photon-detector connected to a second port of

said first side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler; and

a signal processor connected to the first and second photon-
detectors,

wherein said signal processor is adapted to process photo-
currents received from said first and second photon-
detectors thereby determining an amount of electric cur-
rent that passes through an area surrounded by said fiber
coil.

12. The device of claim 8, comprising a polarizer con-
nected between said photon-detector and a first port of said
first side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler.

13. The device of claim 12, wherein said photon-detector is
a first photon-detector and said polarizer is a first polarizer,
comprising:

a second photon-detector and a second polarizer, said sec-
ond photon-detector being connected to said second
polarizer, and said second polarizer being connected to a
second port of said first side of said 3x3 PM fiber cou-
pler; and

a signal processor connected to the first and second photon-
detectors,

wherein said signal processor is adapted to process photo-
currents received from said first and second photon-
detectors thereby determining an amount of electric cur-
rent that passes through an area surrounded by said fiber
coil.

14. A current sensing device comprising:

athree-by-three (3x3) polarization-maintaining (PM) fiber
coupler;

first and second photon-detectors connected to first and
second ports of a first side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler;

first and second quarter-wave plates connected to first and
second ports of a second side of said 3x3 PM fiber
coupler;

a fiber coil connected to said first and second quarter-wave
plates;

a signal processor connected to said first and second pho-
ton-detectors; and

a light source connected to a third port of said first side of
said 3x3 PM fiber coupler;

wherein said 3x3 PM fiber coupler comprises monolithi-
cally fused PM fibers and is adapted to split an input light
from said light source into first and second optical sig-
nals with a phase difference substantially close to 0
degree or 120 degrees, said first and second quarter-
wave plates are adapted to convert said first and second
optical signals into first and second circularly polarized
lights respectively; and said fiber coil is adapted to con-
vert said first and second circularly polarized lights
propagating therein in opposite directions into third and
fourth circularly polarized lights respectively, and

wherein said first and second quarter-wave plates are addi-
tionally adapted to convert said third and fourth circu-
larly polarized lights into third and fourth optical signals
respectively; and said 3x3 PM fiber coupler is addition-
ally adapted to cause coherent interference of said third
and fourth optical signals, which are detected by said
first and second photon-detectors.
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15. The current sensing device of claim 14, comprising:

a first polarizer connected between said first quarter-wave
plate and said first port of said second side of said 3x3
PM fiber coupler; and

a second polarizer connected between said second quarter-
wave plate and said second port of said second side of
said 3x3 PM fiber coupler,

wherein said first polarizer is adapted to convert said first
optical signal into a first linearly polarized light to pro-
vide to said first quarter-wave plate, and wherein said
second polarizer is adapted to convert said second opti-
cal signal into a second linearly polarized light to pro-
vide to said second quarter-wave plate.

16. The current sensing device of claim 14, comprising:

afirst polarizer connected between said first photon-detec-
tor and said first port of said first side of said 3x3 PM
fiber coupler; and

a second polarizer connected between said second photon-
detector and said second port of said first side of said 3x3
PM fiber coupler.

17. A current sensing device comprising:

athree-by-three (3x3) polarization-maintaining (PM) fiber
coupler;

first and second photon-detectors connected to first and
second ports of a first side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler;

apolarization beam splitter (PBS) connected to a first port
of a second side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler through a
substantially 90-degree rotation of polarization direc-
tion, and to a second port of said second side of said 3x3
PM fiber coupler through a substantially close to 0-de-
gree rotation of polarization direction;

a quarter-wave plate connected to said PBS;

a fiber coil connected to said quarter-wave plate;

a signal processor connected to said first and second pho-
ton-detectors; and

a light source connected to a third port of said first side of
said 3x3 PM fiber coupler;

wherein said 3x3 PM fiber coupler comprises monolithi-
cally fused fibers and is adapted to split an input light
from said light source into first and second optical sig-
nals with a phase difference substantially close to 0
degree or 120 degrees; said PBS is adapted to couple

10

20

25

30

35

40

14

said first and second optical signals to said quarter-wave
plate at a first and a second polarization direction, said
quarter-wave plate is adapted to convert said first and
second optical signals into first and second circularly
polarized lights respectively; and said fiber coil is
adapted to convert said first and second circularly polar-
ized lights into third and fourth circularly polarized
lights respectively propagating toward said quarter-
wave plate, and

wherein said quarter-wave plate is additionally adapted to
convert said third and fourth circularly polarized lights
into third and fourth optical signals respectively; said
PBS is additionally adapted to split said third and fourth
optical signals into said first and second ports of said
second side of said 3x3 PM fiber coupler; and said 3x3
PM fiber coupler is additionally adapted to cause coher-
ent interference of said third and fourth optical signals,
which are detected by said first and second photon-
detectors.

18. The current sensing device of claim 17, comprising:

a first polarizer connected between said first port of said
PBS and said first port of said second side of said 3x3
PM fiber coupler; and

a second polarizer connected between said second port of
said PBS and said second port of said second side of said
3x3 PM fiber coupler,

wherein said first polarizer is adapted to convert said first
optical signal into a first linearly polarized light to pro-
vide to said PBS at said first polarization direction, and
wherein said second polarizer is adapted to convert said
second optical signal into a second linearly polarized
light to provide to said PBS at said second polarization
direction.

19. The current sensing device of claim 17, comprising:

a first polarizer connected between said first photon-detec-
tor and said first port of said first side of said 3x3 PM
fiber coupler; and

a second polarizer connected between said second photon-
detector and said second port of said first side of said 3x3
PM fiber coupler.
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